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Department of Defense Priorities for Child Care 
 
Priority 1A, CDP Direct Care Staff.  The children of CDP Direct Care Staff are placed 
into care ahead of all other eligible patrons.   
 

CDP Direct Care Staff are employees, paid from either Appropriated Funds (APF) or 
Non-appropriated Funds (NAF) responsible for the care of children enrolled in CDCs 
and SACs.  CDP Direct Care staff are staff members whose main responsibility 
focuses on providing care to children and youth.  
 
Priority 1A patrons may not be supplanted. 

 
Priority 1B, in the following order of precedence: (a) Single or Dual Active Duty 
Members, (b) Single or Dual Guard or Reserve members on Active Duty or Inactive 
Duty Training Status, (c) Active Duty with Full-time Working Spouses, and (d) Guard or 
Reserve members on Active Duty or Inactive Duty training status with full-time working 
spouses. 
 

Children of 1B priority patrons will be placed into care ahead of other eligible 
patrons, except Priority 1A patrons. 
 
Priority 1B patrons may not be supplanted.    

 
Priority 1C, in the following order of precedence:  (a) Active Duty Members with part-
time working spouses or spouses seeking employment and (b) Guard or Reserve 
members on Active Duty or Inactive Duty training status with a part-time working 
spouses or spouses seeking employment.  
 

Children of 1C priority patrons will be placed into care ahead of all other eligible 
patrons, with the exception of Priorities 1A and 1B.   

 
Priority 1C patrons may be supplanted by eligible patrons in Priority 1A or 1B whose 
anticipated placement time exceeds 45 days beyond the dates care is needed, as 
indicated in militarychildcare.com.   

 
Priority 1D, in the following order of precedence: (a) Active Duty members with 
spouses enrolled full time in post-secondary institutions, or (b) Guard and Reserve 
members on Active Duty or Inactive Duty training status with spouses enrolled full time 
in post-secondary institutions. 
 

Children of 1D priority patrons will be placed into care ahead of other eligible 
patrons, with the exception of Priorities 1A, 1B, and 1C. 
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Priority 1D patrons may be supplanted by eligible patrons in Priority 1A, 1B, or 1C 
whose anticipated placement time exceeds 45 days beyond dates care is needed, 
as indicated in militarychildcare.com.   

 
Priority 2, DoD Civilians.  Children of DoD civilians will be placed in the following order 
of precedence: (a) Single or dual DoD Civilian Employees, and (b) DoD Civilian 
Employees with full-time working spouses.   
 

DoD civilian patrons may only be supplanted by eligible Priority 1A or 1B patrons 
whose anticipated placement time exceeds 45 days beyond dates care needed as 
indicated in militarychildcare.com. 

 
Priority 3, Space Available.  When Priority 1 and 2 patrons are placed into care, CYS 
Services may place other eligible patrons not identified in Priority 1 and 2 into space 
available care. 
 

Space Available patrons will be placed in the following order of precedence: (a) 
Active Duty with non-working spouses, (b) DoD Civilian employees with spouses 
seeking employment, (c) DoD Civilian Employees with spouses enrolled in fulltime 
post-secondary education programs, (d) Gold Star spouses, (e) DoD Contractors, 
and (f) other eligible patrons. 
 
Space available patrons may be supplanted by priority 1 or 2 patrons whose 
anticipated placement times exceeds 45 days beyond dates care needed as 
indicated in militarychildcare.com. 

 
 


